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tion, make his educational method grow out of their
application, and constantly test his generalizations by
practical experience. While the one would teach the
pupil to secure accurate knowledge through observation
and to imitate, the other would enable him to train his
senses and emotions to proper activity as a preparation
for later knowledge and activity of a more original sort.
Froebel has thus not only supplemented Pestalozzi,
but is recognized as one of the first reformers to apply
the advanced philosophy and scientific ideas of the nine-
teenth century to education. While Froebel never
developed his system much beyond the earliest period
of life, Ms principles are suggestive of the most im-
portant tendencies in all stages of education to-day.
Through his ideas of ' continuity' and ' development'
one may more thoroughly understand the nature of
the child and realize the central feature in all life rela-
tions. From these principles may be derived the real
purpose of education and the means and method for ac-
complishing it. Thus may be secured a training adapted
.,-,._          ,                ....                  r        . ,
to every period of life and stage of development, furmsh-
^g *hz highest philosophy and the most ennobling ethical
thought. Now that the meaning of his ' self-activity'
anc[ 'creativeness' is coming to be comprehended, they
are recognized as most essential laws in the educational
process, and are to be valued as the universal criterion
of effective teaching. In harmony with Froebel, the